STANDARDIZATION OF AN ORAL
PROGRESSIVE ENGLISH EXAM FOR EFL
STUDENTS: ITS IMPACT AND
LEARNERS PERCEPTIONS
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INTRODUCTION

STANDARDIZATION OF AN ORAL PROGRESSIVE
ENGLISH EXAM

‘ General purpose of

the study

Soluti Describe
- olution * LEARNERS' perceptions on

having their speaking skills

| New Oral Exam atedwidh | exam:
* Standardized + follow CEFR’s eve uate. With an oral exam:
WhY? international standards. SRl "
* Follows a specific order.
Speaking * Promotes managing
* Summative assessments not interaction scenarios

through analytical

standardized.
thinking.
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°214d * Questionnaire based on “Attitudes * Ent exam (current oral exam)

days. ;

o and Perceptions of the Students + Ext exam (new verbal
* Qualitative and Instructors towards Testing assessment scheme)

information. Speaking  Communicatively” -
. Turkey, Paker & Hal, 2012. ,
e Quantitative data. * Scores analyzed with
Student’s t-test. (Student’s t-
* Ent Questionnaire N = 67 test N = 65)

* Ext Questionnaire N = 66
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Methodology behind Qualitative Information

What is the impact in What are the
EFL students of Pre- perceptions of EFL
Intermediate level at students of Pre-
an Ecuadorian state Intermediate level at
university on having an Ecuadorian state
their speaking skill university on having
evaluated with a their speaking skill
standardized oral evaluated with a
exam? standardized oral

exam?
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Methodology behind Qualitative Information

What is the level of What are the main What specific
approval that using advantages and recommendations
this format of oral disadvantages of will these learners
exam will have on using this format of make on this
these learners? oral exam that format of oral
these learners exam?

perceived?
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ogy

Methodol
\

Reliability
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Methodology behind Quantitative Data

There is no difference in the
development of the speaking skill of
undergraduates with B1 (Pre-
Intermediate) English proficiency
level at an Ecuadorian state

Quantitative data to reject null
hypothesis.

university, once the training for this
oral exam proposal has concluded.
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1961 pp 159-161 in
o Wall 2000, p.500)
Valid, face validity,
reliability in marking
scores — Central Easily standardized.
characteristics of a (Brown, 2004, p.67)
good test. (Harmer,

2007, p.167)
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Fluency

Speaking
components

considered for H OW?

this Oral Exam

Problem-
Proposal Accuracy solving turn or

Accuracy Interaction present in interactive
both turns. turn.
- Interaction —
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Fluency as Speaking Competence Fluency as Communicative Competence
* “English for communication”. (Abbaspour, 2016, * Various competences that “reflect the use of
p.144) linguistic system and the functional aspects of
* Transactional Discourse. (Richards, 2016 in Leon & communication”. (Canale and Swain (1980) in
Maldonado, 2017, p.28) | Abbaspour, 2016, p.146)
* Interactional Discourse. (Richards, 2016 in Leon &

| A
Maldonado, 2017, p.28
/ \ p.28)

"
—
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Interaction graded through use of critical thinking skills; what an ideal

critical thinker does.

What are What is an
the skills of ideal
Critical critical
Thinking? thinker?

What is
Critical
Thinking?
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Oral Exam Proposal Layout

Using “a variety of

language and skills “Do something with

to complete a task .
‘ language”. (Harmer,
successfully”. 2007, p.168)
(Harmer, 2007, P-
p.168)

\\_//

* Integrative testing * Direct test items
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Individual Turn — Presentation task. (Burgess and Head, 2005, p.100)

Unit 2

1) What social networks do you have: Twitter, Facebook, Instagram? What is your opinion
about them? Why do you use them? How often do you use them?

2) Do you think that: "It is better to talk face to face with a person that you have a problem
with instead of talking about it over the phone.”? Why? / Why not?

3) How much time do you spend online? What sites do you use most? Why?

4) Do you think that: “Children in the future are more likely to learn how to write a language
in a computer than on a piece of paper.”? Why? / Why not?

5) Do you think that: “Printed newspapers and books will definitely disappear In the future.”?
Why? / Why not?

6) Do you think that: “You will probably move to another country in the next ten years."?
Why? / Why not?

7) Do you think that: “The use of mobile phones in hospitals should be banned / prohibited if
doctors use them while taking care of patients,”? Why? / Why not?

8) Do you think that: "Studying at ESPOL is so difficult because the teachers tend to send too
much homework.?” Why? / Why not?

9) Do you think that: “Real relationships can start from online refationships.?* Why? / Why
not?
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Interactive Turn — Negotiation task. (Burgess and Head, 2005, p.102)

Unit 2

You have to do a really important university project for tomorrow. Today, you are getting together for doing that right
after this exam. Decide which of these usual distractions you will not stand and why so that you can finish the project on
time. Indicate how you will avoid those distractions.

>

/~ Readinginformationthat ,  /  Chatting with other X 7/~ Decidingwhattoeat ™\
is related to the project, ) | people through ) f for lunch and for )
"‘\_\ but not important § / '\‘\ WHATSAPP ///' k‘~.\‘ dinner //..
e Watching music .\\\ U 4 |VerS|ty /'/ Catching up with
‘.\\- videos by YOUTUBE ./l PrOjec t -._\\ each other
,./"j B N Ve i » 2

Deciding who will do \-\ / Checking social \-\

which part of the \ '." networks like ",‘

\ project based on likes / \ FACEBOOK and

and dislikes / INSTAGRAM /
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Oral Exam Proposal Management

Grammar and Vocabulary.
Marks supported by
Discourse Management.
(Fluency)

Interactive Communication.

(Interaction)
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APPENDIX 6 — Analytic Rubric for Oral Exam Proposal
Intermediate B - Oral Exam Rubric

Rubric for Oral Exam Proposal

@ e

Students must tke the oral exam m pairs or groups
The tasks must include 2t least one activfty where the stadenfs nferact wilh 2ach other wihost infervention by $he examiner
The tasks must assess the following leaming outcomes:
% Students can enter unprepared info conversaltions on fopics that are famdiar, of personal interest or relevant © ther everyday e They can give simple reasons and explanations

for i opiions and plans

¢ Students can namale ther own personal expenences, and describe reacions and feetings with some proe peeparabion. (producon)

Note: The topics #raf 2re chosan for fhe mid-teem and final oral exams respactivedy should be based on what has been taught in St half of the course and the overall ieaming cutoomes.

0 0.5 1 1.5 2 2.5
Grammar and | The siudentdossnot | The sudent apgropriately | Errors with basic anguage Emors with basic language Emors wih basc lasquage | Emors with tesic language
Vocabulary appeognaicly use uszs structures and Fems are common fems are requiar tems a2 spoeadic. dens ae rare
suchres or socabuary wilfh some son- | The shadeni aiempls touse | The shxdend appropaaisly uses | The siudenfallempls ouse | The student appropniely
voczhularyiemsand | mmpeding emors, bt the | @ imiled range of snuciures | 3 imited range of sruchwes and | @ wade rang= of struchures | uses a range of sineciures
makes many impeding |  language & signiicantly and vocabulary from ®e | vocabulary from the cousse with | and vocatulary from the and vocabulary from the
emoes more basic than the level | course, but makes some some nas-mpeding enors course, but makes a few cowrse with some non-
of fhe course impedng smmors mpeding emors mpeding emos.
Fluency The student cansot The student canform 8 The shdent can form The student can om seveed | The shudent can form Sevesdl Tee student can form
fommoesthanone | smal sumber of prases serlences iogstherand | sestences together and react i | sestences togelhier and react | several seniences ingether
phease or senfence or senences after react o most questions, but most guestions, but o most questions, but and react I queshons
wihout long penods of repzated penods of hestzabon ofien mpedes cccasionally hesdates for an commonly hesdates fora without any excesswe
nesiaton besiadon convessabon. usnatrd Enghofime. | conventional kength of fme hesiaion.
Pronunciation | The siudesf cannct be | The stadeni can bebarely | The student can sometimes The speach sounds very The speech sounds sighily | The student can be easily
undersiood at ak undersiood be undersiood and urnatural unnaural understood and shows
sometimes not The student can be undersiood The studeat can be farly natural speech
on #e whole, bul certan words | undersioed without senoes (imonaton, stress and
are dificeit o undersiand effort and hardly any words fnkng)
are dificult io enderstand
Interactive The student canect | The Student canrespond. | The student wses Engishfo | The studentuses Engishito | The studentusesEngiishin | The shudent uses Engishio
communication | nieract wih hisher but caneol niale solve commwnicaion solve communcation peobiess sohve commurscation sobve communicaiion
partner inferacion peoblems The student can respond and problems problems
The student can respord | occasionaly mifiaies, but doss The stodent can respond, The student can respond,
ang rarely infiafes, but does not develop nferachion regularly indates and sposfanccusly ndiates and
not develop mierachon. atemp’s 1 deselop natarally develops
nieachon nierachon

*Four Sub-skills Criteria: To provide cleor and useful feedback after oral exam tosks.
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T Oral Exam Survey

Present Format (First Term) Structured Questionnaire
Two groups

Analytic Rubric First Data
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Intervention
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Oral Exam

65 Students Standardized Format
TWo groups (Second Term) Structured Questionnaire
Switch classes Second Data

Proposed Rubric
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Researcher A selected
to yield an “inductive
approach”

The data of this study will be
organized in qualitative
information (i.e. obtained from
the structured questionnaires)

and quantitative data (i.e.
collected from the numerical
results gotten from applying the
oral examinations to students).

Researcher B exercised a
“deductive approach”

Data Analysis and Results’ Presentation
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Q2: 1 was informed about the
procedure of the test

Q3: I was very comfortable
before the test

QS5: 1 was prepared in class
(through strategies and
activities) for the speaking test

Q8: I was encouraged and
== Motivated by the teacher during
the test

Advantages
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Q1: I was more anxious and
nervous compared to before
doing the speaking test

Q4: 1 did not have any idea
about the assessment scale
(rubric).)

Q6: 1 had difficulty in
s cxpressing myself clearly and in
an adequate way during the test

Q7: 1 was anxious and nervous
during the speaking test
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Q9: The tasks/activities in the
test were types I had never
encountered before
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Q10: I believe that the
speaking activities in
classes were insufficient

Q11: After the test, 1
realized that I needed more
speaking practice
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Q12: I felt more comfortable
sy doing this new oral exam
rather than previous ones

ENTRY QUESTIONNAIRE EXIT QUESTIONNAIRE
RESULTS RESULTS

Agree Partially Agree Disagree Completely Agree Partially Agree Disagree Completely
Disagree Disagree
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Numerical Results

Researcher
B

Researcher

A

Backwash Effect
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Table 4.4 Values of the required measures for calculating the value of ¢ for Group “A”

VALUES
MEASURES
ENTRY EXIT
Arithmetic Media 5.77 0.03
Standard Deviation 1.83
Standard Error 0.31 ‘P t
N 35 oS1tive
& Effect
o Students
F e Fully
_577- 9,03 Approved
‘ ®
031 Researcher
t= -10,52 A

Step 4: The analysis of the value of ¢ is carried out.




RESULTS

STANDARDIZATION OF AN ORAL PROGRESSIVE
ENGLISH EXAM

Table 4.6 Values of the required measures for calculating the value of ¢ for Group “B”
VALUE

MEASURE

ENTRY EXIT
Arithmetic Media 927 5.39
Standard Deviation 2.64
Standand Beror 049 ‘Negative
N 30
@ Effect
_ Students
- Xlo— 4 Fully
a Approved
9,27- 539 o
p—yT Researcher
t=791 B

Step 4: The analysis of the value of 7 is carried out.
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Coherence

)

Discourse Management
Interaction
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FCQ: SCQ:
IMPACT Perceptions

[ . / Students felt i
| D e(gliltlitféy — more
P comfortable
_ J
' { oy
Grades increase} Level of

+or- anxiety

| Confident
enough
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Al finalizar este evento podras encontrar esta
presentacion en su respectiva pagina web.
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